
 Greetings from the GOLD TEAM! 
August 30, 2019 

 
 

Dear Fifth Grade Families, 
 
We are off to a great start! The past three days have been busy ones. We 

have been getting to know one another, our preferences, our common interests 
and our routines. A number of team-building activities have produced a wealth of 
information about the students in our classrooms. We believe our students value 
the understanding that there is much that they share as a group, yet they are 
enriched by the unique qualities that each one brings to our team.  
 
Our classrooms have come to life from bare bones a week ago. We’ve worked hard 
to create a powerful dynamic for our subject areas in each room: reading, writing 
and social studies in Room 36 and math & science/research writing in Room 37. We 
want our students to walk through our doors and feel empowered about what they 
are about to learn each day. By next week, we expect our new fifth graders to 
change classes quickly and quietly, with all needed materials in hand.  
 
Thank you for providing the blue Friday Folder this year. One side will hold office 
communications and one side will hold classroom communications. Please review your 
child’s Friday Folder each weekend and return on Monday morning. If you have 
placed papers in the folder, let your child to give to the teacher. We greatly 
appreciate your support with this system. It helps your child develop responsibility.  
 
Homework is written on the board each day in our classrooms. Students record 
homework in a planner that goes home every day. Please help your child get used 
to this valuable tool for organization. Daily homework is also posted on our 
websites. Review both teacher websites with your child. A Homework Policy will 
go home for your review and signature next week.  
 
Our fifth grade reading program involves a strong emphasis in fiction and 
nonfiction, often paired with social studies and science content. This year your 
child will be immersed in books across genres and participate in book clubs with 
classmates. Parents are encouraged to read the same book or a book in the same 
genre whenever possible, as this practice sparks rich conversation at home and 
an opportunity to relate to your child’s learning experiences. Students are 



expected to read 30 minutes each night, including weekends. Reading logs will be 
used to track reading the first few months of school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eureka Math is the fifth grade math program. The math curriculum and standards 
for grade 5 are rigorous, with an expectation for sustained effort versus easy 
answers. You can expect homework related to the day’s lesson or a review of prior 
taught concepts. Our year begins with a brief unit on place value, a key foundation 
to our base ten system. Start talking about math at home and how it relates to real 
life. For example, rearranging furniture, purchasing groceries, growing out of shoes, 
packing a lunch box, budgeting time to complete homework, even making an awesome 
corner kick into the goal. (science and math!) 
 
Students are permitted a mid-morning “working snack.” Healthy, easy to eat snacks 
are requested. Messy snacks or chips with powder are a problem on keyboards and 
books. Be mindful of food allergies and avoid peanut butter products. Water is the 
only drink allowed in the classroom. No juice or gatorade.  
 
As a heads up, birthdays are celebrated a bit differently in fifth grade. The focus is 
on the historical significance of that day for that child. Each child is presented with 
a birthday card on the special day that was created by a classmate on the first day 
of school. With our new schedule, birthday treats are not practical. We discourage 
“party talk” at school and ask that no invitations are given out at school. Children’s 
feelings can easily be hurt. We appreciate your support and understanding. 
 
 
Important Dates for September:  

 
Mon. 9/2       No school - Labor Day 
Curriculum Night      Wednesday Sept. 11th    6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Tues. 9/17       No school - Teacher PD  
Wed. 9/30                No school - Rosh Hashana 

 
Wish List: THANKS a bunch for the generous donations to our classrooms.  

 
 
Here’s to a fantastic fifth grade year, 
 



 
      Ginny Hoehlein & Stephanie Cushman 
 
 
* PS. Your children are an absolute delight, and we feel very lucky to have them. 


